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Third and fourth on the list was bet-
ter healthcare (14%) and improved
livelihoods (11%). Better gover-
nance (11%) came in fifth.

The petition calls for the follow-
ing youth priorities and targets to
be included in the post-2015 devel-
opment agenda and sustainable
development goals: 

● An increase in gainful youth
employment and access to eco-
nomic opportunities;

● A radical improvement in
governance at national and global
levels, leading to an end of corrup-
tion, improved transparency and
accountability, and effective youth
participation in decision making; 

● The promotion of peace and
stability in all regions and coun-
tries; and particularly bringing an
end to all forms of violence against
children, youth and women.

Mr Nkongolo added: “The Sat-
urday event was the official launch
of the campaign. We are targeting
18 000 to sign the petitions. 

“The final petition will be
handed over to the United Nations

and presented during the United
Nations General Assembly next
year.” 

Mr Nyambi added: “We want to
see policy-makers influenced by the
voices of young people.”

Three parliamentarians, repre-
senting the ANC, EFF and DA, were
scheduled to attend the event and
add their voices to the cause by
signing the petition, but failed to
do so. 

Mr Nkongolo is, however, forgiv-
ing: “The official opening of Parlia-
ment was followed by responses to
the State of the Nation address,
which took a week for the parlia-
mentarians. 

“They have, however, agreed to
engage with Africa Unite youth
champions in Parliament.”

Not letting the no-show dissuade
him from getting the voices of
South Africa’s young heard, 
Mr Nkongolo added: “We believe
that this will indeed be effective
because we have nine other African
countries involved, which will cre-
ate a common position for young
people in Africa to lobby first their
respective countries before the final

handover to the UN.”
Back at the launch, MC Faith

Tererai was determined to get the
pupils in attendance to feel the
urgency to have their voices heard. 

Addressing them, Ms Tererai , a
peer educator, said: “We want our
voices heard in Parliament next
door. Here is the platform for your

voice to be heard.” 
“So,” she smiled, “are we going

to make this happen? 
“Are we going to sign this peti-

tion? 
“And are we going to go home

and tell our families and friends
that there is a bigger vision – and
that we are part of this vision?”

The response – a near-deafening
and definitive “yay” – made the feel-
ings of these young people more
than clear.  

● For more information, or 
to sign the petition, visit 
www.africaunite.org.za or you can
follow the Africa Unite blog at 
africauniteblog.wordpress.com
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‘This is the platform for your voice to be heard’
■ Learners at
the 20 Years of
Youth Day
celebration
took turns to
sign the
petition calling
for their
concerns and
priorities to be
taken more
seriously by
policymakers.

What’s On

Drawing workshops 

Drawing Pleasure, a workshop series

facilitated by Leonard Shapiro and

Karen Stewart will be held at

Hiddingh Hall, Hiddingh Campus, 37

Orange Street, Gardens.

Aimed at anyone who would like to

discover or develop their ability to

draw, each workshop takes place

over two consecutive evenings, and

participants can register for one or

both workshops.

All drawing materials, including

paper, will be provided.

The first workshop will take place

on Monday June 30 and Tuesday

July 1, from 6pm to 9pm. The sec-

ond workshop will take place on

Wednesday July 3, from 6pm to

9pm.

Entry is R250 for both evenings.

Bookings via www.webtickets.co.za.

For more information, email

leonard@lateralleap.co.za or call 

082 5530 824.


