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My role at Africa Unite


For the past three months, I have been running the Human Rights
program at Africa Unite, after taking over for Julie Van de Vyver.



I helped with administrative duties, report writing, organizational
tasks and event planning.



I loved working with my wonderful counterpart, Lutsha Zibi, and
everyone else on the Africa Unite team!

First Impressions


I was VERY intimidated! My predecessor, Julie, was an incredible
intern and did a lot for Africa Unite, so I was quite nervous to
follow in her footsteps.



I was a bit stressed about handling the amount of responsibility I
was to be given – the idea of running an entire program was scary!



I was excited to get to know and learn a lot from everyone. The
whole office was so welcoming!

June - Overview


June was a transitional month for me – I was still getting the hang of the
position, and spent three weeks shadowing Julie. I still was able to attend
and help plan many events!



Some highlights from June: Attending a social dialogue with SORAA in
Belville, social dialogue on the DRC, meeting with the FW de Klerk
Foundation, attending the COSATU anti-xenophobia workshop, attending
the We Are All Africans Refugee day conference hosted by SAMGI,
attending the Relaunch of Bonne Esperance, taking over for Julie!

July - Overview


July was a very busy month! The biggest accomplishment and most
time-consuming event to plan was the weekend workshop in Klawer.
The workshop was very successful and well-attended – 76 people
participated!



We also organized a tour and dialogue with Lucy Campbell of
Transcending History Tours, which was also very well-attended and
ignited a wonderful conversation!

August – month of
goodbye!


Sadly, I have only had two weeks at Africa Unite in August and
have been getting ready to say goodbye.



The past two weeks have included meetings, follow-ups, my inoffice birthday celebration and finishing up.



I am excited that we are able to welcome Shangai to our team!

Challenges


Adjusting to “Africa Time”!



Overcoming homesickness



The difficulty of working with a limited budget



Owning and stepping up to large responsibilities

Lessons Learned


How to plan last minute!



That Roobios is the most delicious tea in the world!



A new appreciation for how privileged and blessed I am.



How to think on my feet and adapt more quickly to new and
unexpected situations.



The amount an individual or an organization can accomplish,
despite money, time, etc. constraints if the inspiration and drive
are there.

Thank you for an
AMAZING experience!
Dankie,

Enkosi, Merci,
Thank you!

