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Dear Friends, Contributors, and interested Readers,
As our last newsletter was sent to you some months ago, we would like to re-introduce you to the
newest outcomes of our constant, ambitious work. Many interesting and important events
have taken place within our organisation during that period: The Celebration of Women’s Day, Discussion Rounds about Ending Child Marriage, Campaigns against Xenophobia, Meetings with the
Parliament, different Human Rights Trainings, Heritage Festival, and the Celebration of the Sustainable Development Goals.
These events and many more were realised by my professional team of Africa Unite in cooperation
with its many willing supporters and helpful hands. I want to thank everyone for their huge efforts and
time they invested in our programs – especially many thanks are related to our staff, our interns, our
donors, our partners, our friends, and everyone else who contributed to those fruitful performances.
With this newsletter, we would like to share our rich experiences with you and keep you up-to-date with our achievements. I am certain that you will get a clear understanding of our work and hopefully we can persuade you to also become
part of the inspiring network of Africa Unite.
As we are a non-profit organisation, we heavily depend on funds and donations from the outside. Therefore, any donation
is more than welcome in order to help us broaden our field of action and reach as many young people as possible.
As the media is showing us ongoing problems of human rights violations like violence, xenophobia, inequality, and poverty
on a daily basis, our society needs to work together hand in hand in order to build a strong South African unity. With your
help and our efforts in spreading human rights know-how as well as struggling for social cohesion, I am convinced
that we are on the right track to let this dream become reality!

Zoe Nkongolo
Africa Unite Director

Africa Unite

@africaunitesa

MyAfricaUnite

Human Rights Training and Model United Nations
From 27th of February to 1st of March 2015, the annual Human Rights Training Weekend was held by Africa Unite in
partnership with the University of Connecticut in Malmesbury, Cape Town. During this training, Africa Unite tried to bring
together people from different African countries who participated in annual peer educator trainings before. Overall, 36
young people from Burundi, Holland, Kenya, Zambia, Somalia, South Africa, and United States joined the event to exchange
their knowledge and experiences. The participants dealt with subjects of human rights principles and communities, rights of
refugees and migrants, and skills facilitation.
One of the highlights of the weekend was the Model United Nations. The youth was placed into four groups with price
money of 2 billion rand where each one chose an African country to represent. Each country was supposed to present a
speech dealing with socio-economic, cultural, and political issues to the first African Secretary General of the United Nations,
Kofi Annan. The winning country was selected by a panel that was composed of the Secretary General and the President of
the World Bank. Somalia was selected as the best and won a mock check of 2 billion US dollars for aid to their country.
After the training, the peer educators are expected to run similar human rights sessions in their respective communities and
countries. They were very excited about the different level of interactions, content of training, and skills gained during this
weekend. Africa Unite thanks the DKA for funding and Marita Mc Comiskey for facilitating this partnership with Africa Unite.

Human Rights Day: From Human Wrongs to Human Rights
The South African Human Rights Day is both a stark reminder of the
tragic Sharpeville massacre and a celebration of the country’s unique
constitution which gives equal rights to all. Nevertheless, many communities continue facing challenges in making use of their own
rights. One of these communities, Hanover Park, is marked by high
rates of crime caused by unemployment and hopelessness.
To address the challenges in Hanover Park, Africa Unite in partnership with its community hosted a Youth Human Rights Day Celebration Arts Event on 21st of March at the Hanover Park community centre. It was attended by youth and community leaders from
and around Hanover Park, non-governmental organizations, the
Department of Community Safety, Africa Unite peer educators,
staff, and interns. During the event, youth from Hanover Park
presented their artistic talents through dance, poetry, and singing.
The main activity of the day was a big painting with the message
‘Respect’ which everyone present contributed to by dipping their
hands in paint and stamping them on the banner.
After the event, most of the youth was thankful to Africa Unite for
freely expressing themselves and for once not focusing on being stereotyped as a gang and drug infested community. Africa Unite would
like to give special thanks to African Sales and Ludo Discount Store
in Cape Town for the donations they gave us on this event. Also special thanks go to the Hanover Park Community, Africa Unite peer
educators, staff, and interns for organizing the event.
Africa Unite hopes to help spreading the idea of respect and tolerance with this event - by keeping in mind that everyone is born free
and equal.
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WORLD TB DAY and AFRICA EXCHANGE PROGRAMME
FIGHTING AGAINST TB –
AU Singamakhalipha
with 5000 March to Parliament
One of the greatest marches of this year took place
on International World TB Day, on March 27 in Cape
Town. Africa Unite mobilized community members
from Nyanga and Gugulethu to join the march of 5000
people that started at Keizergracht to parliament, initiated by the Treatment Action Campaign.
The reason behind the march lies in the demand for
more accountability from the government on Drug
Resistance TB. As TB can be easily spread through a
lack of proper housing, overcrowding, poor sanitation,
and lack of health services, the Singamakhalipha campaign of AU seeks to strengthen the capacity of parents with children at risk to build healthy and resilient families. Singamakhalipha works with around two
hundred orphaned and vulnerable children in Gugulethu and Nyanga townships.
The march was successful as many organisations came on board to show their solidarity in the need to
fight against TB. Improving health facilities and treatment is a human right and hopefully this will become
a priority by all stakeholders involved.

Youth from Kenya and Zambia:
Global Networking through Africa Unite
The Africa Unite Exchange Programme started in
2014 and intends to bring together young people
from different African countries to attend its Annual
Human Rights Peer Educators Training in Cape Town.
This year, we received a total of four young people,
two respectively from Kenya and Zambia. They came
to join other selected youth from South Africa along
with American students from the University of Connecticut during the training from 27th of February to 1st
of March.
It was a great learning opportunity for the South African youth and their counterparts. Also, the Department of International Relations and Cooperation
(DIRCO) in South Africa was excited about the work
that Africa Unite is doing with young people in promoting a peaceful and prosperous Africa. They offered
Africa Unite to bring the next generations of exchange
peer educators to parliament.
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Let’s End
Xenophobia!

Up to the present, Mandela’s promise of ending
discrimination could not
yet be realised within the
South African society.
Especially the persistent
violence against foreigners in the last past
months creates serious
obstacles of insecurity
and fear. One of the factors contributing to the
ongoing xenophobic attitudes is the lack of interaction between migrants, refugees, and citizens.
This process of interaction however will only
succeed if it is organised
to allow for dialogue and
meaningful interaction.
For the past ten years,
this has formed part of
Africa Unite’s work in
order to promote social
cohesion among locals
and foreign nationals via
matches, campaigns etc.
This is the time for the
South African government to partner with civil
society
organisations
such as Africa Unite to
sensitise citizens about
the evils of xenophobia.

“We pledge ourselves to liberate all our People from
the continuing Bondage of Poverty, Deprivation, Suffering, Gender and other Discrimination.”
- Nelson Mandela

Dear Police, Please Help Us!
In January 2015, a shocking incident took place in
Johannesburg which is why Africa Unite decided to
get in touch with the South African Human Rights
Commission (SAHRC) office in Cape Town.
During that time, some local residents were looting
shops owned by foreign nationals in Soweto while the police acted as bystanders and even encouraged the population for these attacks.
Section 12 of the Bill of Rights, The SAPS Code of Conduct, and the Criminal
Procedure Act require the protection of fundamental rights - especially the
protection from public and private
violence - of every person in the
country. As the police has violated the rights of the foreign shop
owners, Africa Unite brought a
written complaint to the SAHRC in
order to investigate in this matter
and fight for justice.
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DIALOGUE WITH DELFT COMMUNITY
Let’s encourage the Community
of Delft!
On June 5, 2015, Africa Unite held a
dialogue at the Delft Public Library
to find durable solutions to the conflicts within the Delft community.
What is so special about this community is the fact that it is the first
township since 1994 to be integrated by the City of Cape Town in
providing low cost housing.
Exchange of Experiences
This meeting came as a follow up to
the community assessment and
relationship building done by Africa
Unite youth peer educators with
various local stakeholders in Delft
(community leaders, schools,
church leaders, community members, Councillor, Police, NGOs).
What are the Problems?
During the meeting, many problems
were approached which arose
within the Delft community. For instance, the community is suffering
from few schools and hospitals, the
police seems to work with criminals,
and there are xenophobic attitudes
visible between the black and coloured population.

YOUTH PICKETING

World Economic Forum:
Youth Action 2015 Picketing

Human Rights for the
Somali Community!
On 11th of June 2015, Africa Unite
peer educators and interns held a
human rights information session
with the Somali community at the
Somali Association of South Africa
offices in Bellville, Cape Town.

In 2015, two important summits of
global leaders will take place dealing

Purpose of the Meeting
The main purpose of this workshop

with ending poverty, inequality, and

was to raise awareness of human

environmental

Hence

and refugee rights, and to come up

Action 2015, a worldwide coalition,

destruction.

with solutions on how to address

has been launched in order to create

some of the challenges which the

a real impact on the future. Africa

Somali refugees continue to face in

Unite together with other partner or-

Cape

the

Somali

ganisations launched the campaign

community

experienced

various

South Africa Action 2015 in Soweto,

forms

discrimination,

Johannesburg, on 15th January 2015.

encouraged them to bring forward

The Honorable Minister of Sport and

cases of human rights violations in

Recreation, Mr Fikile Mbalula, and

order for Africa Unite and other

South African Celebrity Boity Thulo

stakeholders to follow up and hold

attended the event and interacted

the perpetrators accountable of

with more than 180 youth.

their actions.

To follow up on this celebration on 5th

Acknowledgement of AU Support
After the session, the Somali
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African Monitor, UNASA, and One Africa organized an Action 2015 Picketing Campaign at the Cape Town International
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(CTICC). The purpose of it was to create a platform for regional and global
leaders from business, government,
Finding Solutions Together
After mentioning these challenges,
several recommendations were
given like the need of regular public meetings between the police
and community, the promotion of
social cohesion between the coloureds and blacks, and the creation of a volunteer team of nine
people to work closely with Africa
Unite on these recommendations.
All in all, this dialogue should form a
partnership with AU, the community, and police to tackle any challenges. This fruitful discussion can be
seen as the first crucial step towards
reaching this goal.

HUMAN RIGHTS FOR SOMALIANS

and civil society to discuss experienc-

Town.
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leadership thanked

AU

Africa Unite

and acknowledged that there are
no easy answers or solutions to the
challenges that were discussed.
However, Africa Unite is doing a
great job in educating both the
locals and refugees on issues of
human rights and social cohesion.

es over the last 25 years and identify
innovative approaches to accelerate
sustainable development. Also, the
world leaders should be reminded to
raise their ambitions by financing the
Sustainable Development Goals. Besides, the problem of illicit financial
outflows in Africa was mentioned.
In the end, over 50 young people,
including Zonnebloem Nest Senior
School, showcased the need for world
leaders to listen to their hopes and
expectations.

Visit our Website at www.africaunite.org.za

for more interesting News and Actions!
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Xenophobia must fall! - School Holiday Summit for Youth
Africa Unite in partnership with CHUMA organised a Winter School Holiday Youth Summit on xenophobia from 7th to 9th of July 2015
at the Monwabisi Beach Resort in Khayelitsha. The summit was attended by sixty selected youth from various areas of Cape Town
including foreign nationals. Various stakeholders were present at the summit including councillors Mr Khaya Yozi of Nyanga and Mr
Mzwakhe Nqavashe of Gugulethu.
During the three days, the youth focused on topics about prejudice, racism, anti-semitism, xenophobia, and homophobia. Additionally,
the youth had the chance to learn about human rights as well as the rights of migrants and refugees. They worked on a presentation for
the African Union dealing with best methods and recommendations in eradicating xenophobia and promoting social cohesion in South
Africa. The summit was an eye opener for the participants and they could not wait to carry the lessons learnt back to their respective
communities.

Putting an End to Early Child Marriage in Africa!
Early Child Marriage is a dangerous phenomenon affecting young girls all over Africa. In sub-Saharan Africa, 66% of women with no
education were married before age 18 compared to only 13% of those with secondary education. South Africa is also on the spotlight
with the practice of ukuthwalwa. Early child marriages often deprive the children of educational and empowerment opportunities
thereby enhancing poverty and human rights violations.
In order to raise awareness on this important issue, Africa Unite held a Women’s Day Celebration event on 18 August 2015. Mrs
Zeenat Osman, Child Counsellor of Saartjie Baartman Centre For Women & Children, was one of the guest speakers highlighting the
negative psychological aspects of early child marriage. She was followed by Dr Maria Ivone Soares, Vice-chairperson on Youth Caucus
- Pan African Parliament. She invited all young people to stand against such inhuman practices.
As a young Parliamentarian in Pan African Parliament, Dr Soares was officially nominated by Africa Unite as Youth Champion of Voice
Africa’s Future (VAF) campaign on Africa Agenda 606 7 and Sustainable Development Goals. We strongly believe that Dr Soares will represent adequately the voices of young people on various continental and international platforms.

Young Voices Raised in Parliament!
On 11 September, more than 200 Youth from various backgrounds and areas in the Western Cape participated in a dialogue with Members of the National Parliament, selected government departments, and civil society to share their perspectives on the future of South
Africa within the sustainable development framework and the African Agenda 2063.
This dialogue served as a reminder of the aspirations and needs from young people to our country’s delegates attending the United
Nations General Assembly in September where the Sustainable Development Goals were announced.
During the event, Mr S. Matsebe from the Department of International Relations (DIRCO) was the master of ceremony emphasizing the
transition from Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs.) The main speaker of the day, Honorable Bongani M. Mkongi, Member of Parliament under Trade and Industry, then followed with his speech on the role of young people in
the 21st century. He encouraged young people as energizing and dynamic forces of society to promote youth leadership, transparency,
accountability, and better governance. Many questions were raised by young people to the Honorable Member of Parliament around
issues affecting them.
To conclude the dialogue, the youth present took this opportunity to officially nominate Honorable Mkongi as Parliament Youth Champion on SDG’s. As a young parliamentarian, the youth would like the Honorable to represent their plights on various national, continental, and international platforms.
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Heritage Day Celebration and
Africa Unite’s 14th Birthday!
Increasing levels of crime, unemployment, drug abuse, and a high
number of xenophobic attacks are only some of the problems
many people living in townships around Cape Town have to face
in their day-to-day life. That is why Heritage Day which is celebrated every year in South Africa by its citizens is an important appeal
for rethinking and respecting cultural diversity.
Against this background, on 24th of September, Africa Unite hosted an outdoor heritage day celebration in its ‘birthplace’ New
Crossroads. The event raised awareness among young people on
the significance of celebrating our diversity. Young people from all
walks of lives - women groups, local government, traditional lead-

Dear Reader,
We hope you enjoyed our
Newsletter and learned more
about our values, work, and
goals.
If you need more information
about our activities or if you
would like to support us, please
do not hesitate to contact us.
In our efforts to accomplish
social cohesion and integration,
your donations are 100%
responsible for our success!

ers, community and refugee representatives, and local media came in numbers to witness this memorable day.
The event started with the planting of two trees in David Street
(where Africa Unite started) as a symbolic gesture of all victims of
crime in this area. Several activities followed such as traditional
food tasting, comic skits, music, traditional dances, and poetry to
strengthen common bonds among youth from different backgrounds. Various speeches were given to remind the audience of
how this small township movement of young people had grown
and attracted young people from all over the world. Africa Unite
would like to extend its gratitude to all the organizers and participants of this historical event!

YOU CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE:
EVERY DONATION
COUNTS!
THANK YOU!

Donations to:

Together We Light the Way For a Brighter
Future: Sustainable Development Goals

Africa unite (Business Cheque Account)
First National Bank, Adderley Street,
Cape Town
Account Number: 62066426711

From 25th to 27th September 2015, the United Nations organised the
historical Sustainable Development Summit 2015 in New York adopting
new 17 Sustainable Development Goals for the next 15 years which
will have the potential to tackle poverty, inequality, and climate
change.

A day before these goals were adopted, on 24th of September, Africa Unite in partnership with African Monitor, Desert
Rose, Lagoon Beach Hotel, and the United Nations Association
of South Africa (UNASA) as part of the Action2015 Campaign
created their own event in order to remind country delegates
to make sound resolutions and agreements by ‘Lighting the
Way’ for the SDGs implementation. More than 200 young pe-

WITH MANY THANKS TO OUR
FUNDERS:

ople from various backgrounds in Cape Town gathered at the
Millerton Beach where they presented a variety of lighting instruments such as torches and candles. This symbolic gesture
calls on global leaders to light the way for a better future and
shows that we observe them for the commitments made.

FOLLOW US ON

AFRICA UNITE

@africaunitesa

MyAfricaUnite
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