
School Clubs
Africa Unite

On the 22nd of April, 40 learners from 4 different 
schools where the school clubs are operating 
(Simunye High, Masibambane Secondary, 
Nelson Mandela High, Heideveld Secondary)
attended a workshop at the Western Cape 
Provincial Parliament. Portland High could not 
attend due to other commitments at school level.

AU-School clubs are social clubs, which give 
learners from disavantaged communities 
opportunity to become agents of  change 
within their schools and communities.
They consider the school and its surroundings 
as a country. Each school club is led by a 
president and 5 ministers that make up the 
cabinet together with 30 parliamentarians.

The purpose of  the tour was for the 
learners to understand the function of  
the provincial parliament and its structure 
so they can better understand how their 
can play a similar role in their schools.  
This was also an opportunity for 
them to understand how their can 
influence policies at provincial level
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AT THE PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT
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My School is my Community “ ”



The learners were welcomed with a huge breakfast and they had the 
chance to be taken around by Mrs. Irma De Lange who is the Public 
Education and Outreach Officer at the Western Cape Provincial Parliament.

The School Club cabinet members started the tour by the chamber. The group 
was subsequently given a presentation on how the parliament works - the way it is 
structured-  differences between National and Provincial Parliament and their functions.  
The leaners were  sitting  where the current government provincial ministers sit during their meetings.

*Learners listning to Mrs De Lange’s presentation in the chamber.
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In the Auditorium, the learners viewed a detailed video on how the Provincial Parliament 
functions - the role of  all the members sitting in the chamber - how the South African constitution 
is structured including chapter II Bill of  Rights  especially the rights of  children and learners. 

*School cabinet members working in their school groups preparing 
presentations for submission to the Provincial Parliament highlighting 
challenges facing their respective schools

Masibambane Secondary

Heideveld Secondary

Simunye High

Dr. Mandela High
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ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY THE 
CABINETS FROM DIFFERENT SCHOOLS 

ISSUES

RECOMMENDATIONS

Classes are overcrowded with a minimum number 
of  54 learners in a class, resulting in some learners 
getting lost in some lessons. 
Teachers do not have enough time to monitor each 
learner.

Robbery happening frequently on school premises 
(Gangsters come into the school and rob the students 
on a regular basis)
There is law Enforcement officials in the school but 
they are not enough. 
The school is situated in Nyanga one of  the most 
dangerous townships considered as the murder 
capital of  South Africa. 
Learners are smoking drugs on the school premises

There is no recreation activities e.g. soccer, rugby, 
netball.
The school needs to fix the sporting fields
The school looks very dirty and the toilets are not 
fully hygenic
Delft is one of  the disavangated communities facing 
challenges of  drug abuse, gangsterisum which is also 
reflecting in all the schools including Simunye.

Gangsters threatening learners on school premises
Substance abuse is common on the school
There is high teenage pregnancy, bullying and peer 
pressure

Start to raise awareness campaigns on all the above 
topics
Invite the provincial standing committee to come and 
see the school environment

More Sports and Recreation activities need to be 
promoted at school (start soccer and rugby teams)
The sporting fields need to be fixed so that they can 
be utilized be the learners.
The school needs a better and dignified sanitation 
plan

There is need to appeal to the school governing 
board for stronger security.
Conduct school dialogues on the issues raised above 
e.g. on drugs, peer pressure, gangsterism

Government must consider building 
extra classes on school premises.

ISSUES ISSUES

RECOMMENDATIONS

RECOMMENDATIONS

ISSUES

RECOMMENDATIONS
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From this to
ur we learnt that we are 

young leaders o
f  tomorrow. We need 

to understa
nd the importance of  our 

constitu
tion and the challenges of  our 

country 
in order to promote South 

Africa
 as an equal country.

It was a very good experience 
and I learnt more about 

leadership. It also helped 
me with my school work and 

it was a privilege having to 
sit in the chamber.

I found the experience at the parliament very 

motivating and inspirational. I want to be 

one of  the political leaders that obtain seats 

in parliament. The information I acquired 

was helpful and I am grateful for that

The experience opened me to many thing that I did not know. 
I had never been to parliament, I had an amazing experience 
and the facilitators were friendly. The 5 star bus that we 
travelled in was AMAZING and the food was  DELICIOUS

For me the day spent at the Parliament was very interesting, especially when Miss Irma de Lange explained to us the functions of  the provincial chambers and how Parliament works. I really enjoyed the workshop which was held in the auditorium where we learnt about SA’s constitution,  the 3 arms of  state and also the 3 spheres of  government. The thing that stood out for me was being taught about the ceremonial mace and its significance. I really enjoyed myself  and learnt many new things. My way of  thinking ,my knowledge and vocabulary has tremendously expanded.
Ketty Masenge

Minister of Social Development
Simunye High

Kathlego
Minister of Social Development

Masibambane Secondary

Nelisa
President

Masibambane Secondary

Ndithule Masentile
Minister of Finance

Masibambane Secondary

Miche
Minister of Finance

Heideveld Secondary

Mrs. Irma De Lange
Public Education and Outreach Officer
Western Cape Provincial Parliament

I have seen a lot of  school presentations, but this was one of  the best 
ever done. Each school had really good speakers. The presentations 
were factual and learners are aware of  the dynamics of  the communities 
surrounding their respective schools.

Africa Unite would like to thank the Western Cape Provincial Parliament 
and Mrs Irma De Lange for allowing the Africa Unite school clubs to 
experience this moment which they will never forget. This experience 
will continue to inspire them in the journey of being active citizens. 
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April School Holiday
The school holiday is a right time for the learners to relax – however, in many townships learners 
are exposed to many challenges such as gang violence, peer pressure, gender based violence etc.
 
In order to empower our school cabinet during this period, Africa Unite chose its 4 Ministers of  Social Development 
to shadow the Provincial Minister of  Social Development in Western Cape, Mr Albert Fritz.  This experience would help 
them further develop their leadership skills, and the knowledge to improve the efficiency and success of  the Africa 
Unite School Clubs.  Not only did the club ministers benefit from this experience, but all the 4 schools will also benefit 
from their feedback. We believe our school club leaders would be greatly inspired by this unforgettable experience.

On the 12th of  April, Ntswaki Bomuana (grade 10)from 
Dr. Nelson Mandela High School accompanied Mr. Fritz 
in Kraaifontein, where he handed out awards to social 
development workers at the DSD Long Service Awards day.

On the 11th of  April Nicole Buckton (grade 8) from 
Portlands High School in Mitchells Plain shadowed the 
Minister during his oversight visit to Ward 25. Multi-purpose 
Centre,  Ravensmead She also attended the Warrior Women 
Brunch Workshop in Century City together with the Minister.

On April 3rd, Kathlego Tsimatsima (grade 9) 
from Masibambane High School accompanied 
the Minister to Saldanha for a Memorandum 
Of  Understanding (MOU) signing. Here she’s 
standing between Mr Albert Fritz and Mr Marius 
Koen the Mayer of  Saldanha Bay Municipality

On April 4th Nabeelah Tonta (grade 8)
from Heideveld High School was taken by Mr. 
Fritz to a UWC Substance Abuse Graduation. 

SHADOWING THE PROVINCIAL MINISTER OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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6 Spin Street, Church Square
Cape Town 8001 

Tel: (02721) 461 6551 
Fax: 086 614 5266 

Dennis Hurley Center
2 Cathedral Road

Durban 4000

info@africaunite.org.za
http://www.africaunite.org.za

http://africauniteblog.wordpress.com
NPO no: 033-723

For more informations please contact : 

Cape Town Office KZN Office

Special thanks to our Funders :

Individuals and friends of Africa Unite :

Marita Mc Comiskey
Kate and the O’Malley family
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